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Nielsen Magic Article Referencing Mesika as 

a Lecturer at the Magic Live Convention 

 in Las Vegas 
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Magic Liue 2016 - Lupe's Reuiew 
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dealers' room is full of thei[ advertisers, and the concept that the ... You get to meet the writers, the 

reviewers, the people that hh&i•Ifi41Ji•l1ilirnt-t•l'J4flttiffl®h4ll 
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before the event 
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m mm staff carefully plan this event 
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Dmfflli4,Ul44-ni:ll41tk•i'IQJal,1ll1iiJll1b-'ilim6£Dui4•i:il.=A!t?4iJ 
ii,l'JUID parts of the puzzle and they had to meet others at the 

party to exchange pieces until they completed it. Along with the 

party, they open the 'i6hfill#i,llbf EIII•i4,I4•1'1EibiJI4•lllR 
mmDQilibilitii4,tti4i, 'ii1EJtii!l[iliittmll147uJfllit•ll1@.i 
raffle ticket for every $20 one spends mil® mDi w~ UHF 441 m 
ti 11€HI i6 Ui¢J,J WI hundreds of dollars llil merchandise and 

incentives. Pandemonium ensues at the ammiws 
614•uWA,l•J:•lili4411,i:,¥14~ other and having drinks at the 

handy cash bar. 

E\mlltul4,l•li®mt,mI!l,Dlli'iti@ill,lf1!lihi,li•l•i•llllJ'•l¼•Jitiil 
pm - 11 :30 pm at the booth. Our buddies Lynetta 

\'.♦Gt!iil,i•Wi•I4mtiffllrfl gave me much 11144•®1 assistance to 

handle the heavy traffic llinlliJi4'24,ii,li)w 
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Lance Burton - He was the keynote speaker who spoke about the 

importance of sharing our magic knowledge with the younger 

generations. Young people are eager to learn and sharing improves 

the art of magic. 
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Mike Caveney- Writes the 'Classic Correspondence" column in 

Magic Magazine every month. In the 1960s he, along with Stan 

Allen, performed as a duo act. The letter he shared with us was a 

five page letter written by Stan Allen to him while he (Mike 

Caveney) was in Paris, France. It was full of information about the 

magic scene in the clubs and friends in California. With the advent 

of electronic correspondence, writing physical letters has become 

almost nostalgic and a lost art. 

.J I il 
. -- --~---~ 

' Ct.mK (OOflPOtlDflla 
,J . ~ ·· Mlle Co\'fr'lf:f I - - - rr 

IMi!O\!:b411ij(!lbti.ff.lliJ•Jii41:l•l1EI4,tk#lajJiiaiD 

Luis Piedrehita - Luis is a superstar in Spain. He had his own 

television show for many years in Spain, where he was taped live 

performing different effects every week. Eventually he went into 

other projects where he started to combine magic with film. His 

pieces explore the absurdity and importance of the method to 

entertain audiences on television. Due to the two-dimensionality of 

L---.JDa.madium.and..tlta.J imitad__nninLof._viaw_of.tlta_camara_ lt,.__ ___ _ 
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explores new ways to see the world. He shows a magic effect, and 

challenges the viewers to figure out the method. The methods he 

reveals are seemingly 'absurd' and hilarious. The methods are 

more entertaining than the effects. He does not expose the magic, 

instead he makes us look at the life in a magical way. 

l!lm:'Jffl~-

Mike Caveney came out again with a very popular list that was 

published in Magic Magazine in the 1990s: The Top Ten 

Backhanded Compliments After Watching a Horrible Magician. 

Here is the list: 

10 - I loved the end. 

9 - Were you ever good. 

8 - If I hadn't seen it, I wouldn't have believed it. 

7 - You took my breath away. 

6 - Nobody does that kind of magic like you. 

5 - You should have been in the audience. 

4 - I expected the magic to be good, but you really fooled me. 

3 - You were never better. 

2 - You've got talent you haven't even used. 

1 - You certainly have grand illusions. 
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David Penn - Magic Circle's Close-up Magician of the Year. 

Lectured on how lo bend the stem of a wine glass in the spectator's 

hands. This is an effect worth learning and doing at special 

occasions. 

Michael Muldoon - Lecture on Magician's without Borders. This is a 

magicians' organization where performers bring the gift of magic 

and entertainment to the most remote and underdeveloped places 

on the planet. From war torn Bosnia, to El Salvador. It is proven 

that children learning magic improves their self-esteem and 

confidence. This is part of the gift that this organization provides. 

Kevin Phillips - Spoke about ' The Future of Magic',which was a 

comedic presentation using the art of double talk. Kevin was quite 

skillful in talking about nothing as if it were something important. 

He was hilarious! 

Max Maven - He used to write a very popular column in the 

magazine titled Parallax. He discussed the importance of caring 

about what we do. Magic is more than the acquisition of props. 

Your story is more important. 
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The last presentation was an In Memoriam video of all the magic 

friends we have lost through the years. I generally do not like this 

type of presentation, because I was fortunate to have friendships 

with 70% of the people portrayed on the screen. A tearful moment 

indeed. I spent the rest of the afternoon perched et our booth et the 

Dealers' Room. 

llfflffli1111Eft1D{limgE]llWE~i,t•ntmmXm~m1l;Elffl.\1:WIID 
ifiitGl[illiP•I41Ff:14iiH•J1#JJJm4M:.n•1i4i). 'i1Mffl)i:Jit1SJIJ(liml 
mmmmn1I•I•Jia!t1aua 

Yigal Mesika - The Power of Invisible Thread 

Joshua Jay, Richard Kaufman and Steve Reynolds - Flashback -

They taught numerous card tricks. 

Retonio, Natalie and Eli - The Art of Quick Change 

E\fuooi~d11:Jf11Ji:J:Ut10\W:J11l~ltl?J.i(J:m1iM41D1ID1 

11111-i.t~,il-@;Qil lil~Ollftq/J~'iib 
entire evening was l11~1~iliii~l'l11MU~ 
Haslam did every trick in the ~l:iJ,fuliulii•l--fJJ:1~~ 
a deck of cards ending with the deck in new deck order. 'iil9 
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bl4d•Jiul4iw'i'i:14i:Jt1illitilll£iJiiillifil:R not like though: 

Never did the performer introduce himself or mention his name. 

After the show was over, I went around asking people what the 

name of the performer was, and no one knew his name. I found out 

his name about an hour later when someone happened lo have a 

little program where his name was written on the back in a six point 

sized font. Because I did not know his name, I did not care for him 

during the performance. 

Although likeable, Mr. Haslam's delivery was quite monotonous and 

lacking drama. He came across as a sophisticated highbrow British 

gentleman. The same tone throughout the show did not help me lo 

stay awake during the performance. 

'i'fU#143i4ffltif:Dht71tIJff•liillMlr.m(!mDr;m6hll 
- "fl 

lll•t1Eiliil4- The featured rnm1,t1aIDme1a1awe11tt11•1•z«:a 
tmilliiillifflttlllt¥111•11£l4trJ•ItllG-~4,itUbJmml 
614,i•Ji,,14•Jmtl~ii'Mlil® r&uPU•J:LQK«'t;ffll;ft.1 
classic act with the Torn and Restored Music Sheet and 

disembodied Juan Mayoral J)erformed his classic act 
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Fabrini ~erformed thei~ award winning act of the magician with 

l1im _,...,_ r::rl!lll!m""' l'1hJWinft®ui•l41i•li,,14•11W 
64 ti [i@tmlJ.in ~ lilhtilli"p] illiiliiiH 1I•1•7iIWi~2/ht:fi,J.j•bl 

routine with li.bfti!A$tt1•I•l1hti6,iih@£} bl4d,J;ut4•1~1ffiM;t,u~1 
IM&&ill&biJffil¥il4•1 briefly on stage as well 

introducing his lovely wife. 

lfililitiJlil~ very, very tired to fully a111ireciate it. 
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Mat Franco - The winner of America's Got Talent, and current 

headliner at the LINQ Hotel, was the MC and lectured on the use of 

using camera tricks lo achieve a desired effect. 

Julie Eng - An accomplished magician from Victoria, British 

Columbia, talked about her life story, and her involvement with 

Magicana. She is the project director for this arts organization and 

charity, and through their social outreach, her group changes the 

lives of young and old. 

~~Rlifl•IB-1iii'l!,ji00!:JiW4-fl•lfl,fil¥111iilflliltii11ii1Xnmm 
~~•I:J.ia?ffflj ln.ru 
Martin Lewis - He is one of the most clever inventors in the magic 

field. His lecture was mostly on the Gravity Pull and the many 

applications of that clever gimmick. 
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Marlin t:ewis diEii4flti:J3i4?4R.lilEliffJjfiWD 

Master Payne - Has quirky views and humorous observations on 

magic. 

Mike Elizalde - The owner of Spectral Motion, a company 

specializing in special effects for film and live productions, talks 

about his field and the effects that he and his team produce. 
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David Coppsrfiflld - Introduces living legend Marvyn Roy, who has 

donated his act and props to the David Copperfield Museum. 
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ln.a:.u,c:!•h€D44lff.YU4tm:tfflt?lll!kltflD@u:1:JMm!•~i£\il11I 

Johnny Thompson and Penn Ji/Jette - Performed 'The Gambler's 

Ballad", and theatrical piece about gambling, cheating and cards . 

• rmJu1 ~1-1,uw;t11~gllJJt:fflgu1aD'•J1111 'iJtc:4@111f.ff-1~1 

l=fflOffll 

Efuh I ,if I U4KiillJ04114il ki:J.i.ft•J ,hi) r.--nt'lrM1l'} lh!iit1•Ut'lmc•U I .. 1111,fflJ 
WWWfun11tI•iihl111ti11,tf)tiltJi.iiilf 11,€D1■1mfl1114Jl,1.(Gm~ 
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iThe lectures I lulUH4•kW4i:i 

Daryl- iTeaches three practical magical effects. 

Jeff McBride - Expert magic consultant and teacher, has his lecture 

title •show Doctor ICU' 

Rafael- Magician from Belgium, has a lecture on family 

entertainment. 

'iiJtfaM?J ,fl 1k}l!W11 ~ifi-1-t:'1,ffl,u, 11€lilOO Efff 4 ,rf q.lCbiJ 
H¥iiiii4,i4'2411tl 

11,t1B&W8l1w11,,1~r¥a:1ts:11@:1~.mm 
id•i,M4,iii•i•N:llliiGi~il•t!1~,t:fltA'ru~i1•1tiR•tff.\il:J 
organizer for this IM4,lb~~l'h.iji£1b~•111i•~if¥ii111FtWttrn 

convention with exhibits featuring historical P.ieces from magic's 

P.ast. Exhibits included: CopP.erfield's - Elevator Illusion 

m11¥t14HluiMU11J1 
ffi1il 4141,i,i, h $ 
mmm 1it4,i IIIWll•l Vi!l1tRWIE® 
G.lli.ijj-1 ffl1ii•tilil MiiOOJi®I®' 
libiri1i1i&.liMfult 
iThe Cabaret Acts of Marvyn Roy and 

l:mi,iMl,fh~iifi4iaw 
iThurston / Kellar Mantle l:fUflttO 
bi:i44rtil&ffih•hibi! 1:umt-1 
tJ.(¼,Jlil,111illMllt&&fAl11:1 
iThe Art of F.abrini 

i itt124i i •Iii iZ1i.fui§1w bi.4!l@.i!ln 

ffl•iiuildffi~i:Jd 

Harry Houdini's t.illfilLfilnr:,:'11'1'11!11, ll'!l_!l'l'll'4'rllF.1!1'/"4"h11:::im!ll'l'l11111111!1,1!11J111
etJ::11!11. llli 111.!111!1,,!'ln 1&m nu, 

DffittiMIMt41,,&Hl,ltJlrnH4:Jl,JMihl7'l,ti,Jdl9tfuit™, 
that these P.ieces will t,J,l:l-jjilll.M,J,IMiilli•itt.m 
~ ffittiMtii¼4 i:J 1r:,:1g!ll(i"Jt'-',•10:::11"•1lli"01!,1!•4"1r.Hi"·!ll~'-'•l.,11!,it'il"'· l:jffi f'H•ht:J IJ1t1l:JI ~ 

be on disP.lay in 
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F.o~ one night, this incredible museum ·comes to life". 

is over, like magic, dl-ltttml¥1J.\Dmll41liliatmfflifl\ 14')4nl® 
MttAnmm:t months to J>repare was struck at the end 

IThliJJOfiJ•DUIJIJtllm(al:J'k(OOPil•MWii 
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ii,tiii,MiiM4,i■ittlil:i,r:·q,Jli!fil:'lfflt.:Jiil,aill®~iJ 
featured several 6Lld•Hut4tl that you normally don't see at other 

conventions: 

ml4@1Mffi® 
f:Q@ 
Charlie Fry_e 

Everyone at the Close-Up Show was very likeable and 

executed and fflaJllfflLCJ•t;1WZ4fl 
l1i•ll1il1Wil¥ilt,i-1i-i•I•i•l'llllinm.l~ffiFtQl,-tli4i6iiDm 
performers did ii,ii•h'l4•1 mostly card magic. My lack of 

I saw the very 141ll1i'h6hfumii1141,UEiJlqi•iMIDl)•I4ffil1M4 
mmm,t-k,i4iil!D[!1iiiillill~lttml•l44ii!l;lmbmBmmmlml 
three hours of slee and ver ver tired. Loi! Alas! The batter 
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that attended ltl®II think it was hiliifimt3•hrnt1E•I•Ufg 
content of the magazine. w10it®,iiE19JllilEl,[lll,Mn®lli•I•l11b 
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Michael Weber - Presentation on 'The Drink that Schooled 

Einstein'. This is a variation of an effect known as the Jackpot 

Coins or the Trick that Fooled Einstein. Michael lectured about the 

history of the trick and performed a clever variation using liquids. It 

did fool everyone al the theater and will be fun lo add to one's 

repertoire. 

mt',1jt,t4K♦..J:21,rnfflh!J~W1,1,lfiiRl,t-·fUli1 

Ktm Weber- He is the author of 'Maximum Entertainment" and 

lectured about how to raise the level of your performance, by using 

the proper stagecraft. From the correct lighting, sound, importance 

of scripting to avoid unnecessary words, etc. Everyone could 
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Bizarro - Did a skit called 'The Magic Shop', to demonstrate how 

most magic props we see at magic shops do not make sense. He 

emphasized the importance of giving your props a reason to exist 

and to be relevant to the act. 

Ian Rowland - Spoke about corporate magic, and how he handles 

this world. He was even hired to train FBI agents. My apologies to 

Mr. Rowland ... I did doze off at this point of the presentation -

given that I only had very little sleep the night before ... Sigh ... 

Steve Spangler- He had a very, very clever lecture on how to get 

booked on television. Steve has been performing magic on TV for 

over thirty years. He knows the way producers think and how they 

pick material to be on a show. Steve cleverly disguised his magic 

and became the •science guy' on TV, and had segments with 

physical experiments in several affiliates in his area. All the 

techniques he lectured about were brilliant and a common sense 

approach to be on television or any other venue if you put your 

mind to it. 

Curtis Hickman - Lectured on Virtual Magic. He is the co-founder of 

The Void, which is an immersive virtual reality experience. It seems 

that this might become the next new thing in entertainment for the 

future. 

L\Thulfu4@+-dl0, ,t-11 f.@1lilm ~ m:tM ,11}Rollti.i lil!IMroow &x,,,ffla 
m mm~1111,rzoo,wdl 
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iThese are the lectures I 

Navaris Darson - A lecture about improv skills for magicians. 

Simon Coronel and Mike Bent - Hosted seventeen different 

lectures by different experts in their fields. What made these 

lectures unique was that they lasted six minutes and forty seconds 

each. iThey each consisted of 20 Powerpoint slides and the 

presenters had only 20 seconds to spend on each slide to make a 

full presentation. From what I read on the program, these brief 

presentations will be available online by all Magic Live attendees. 

You may get more information at magicmagazine.com 

Closs-up Clinic - A clinic composed of nine performers teaching 

different aspects of close-up magic. Coins, three shell game, cards, 

etc. iThe teachers were Allan Ackerman, Jason England, Tom Frank, 

Paul Green, Pit Hartling, Eric Jones, Bob Kohler, John Lovick, and 

R. Paul Wilson. iThese were hands on clinics where attendees were 

encouraged to bring their props. 
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